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os plamnn of the ethmoid lie almost in a vertical plane,
and yet it has been shown that the organ of smell must
be sought in a crevice forming the upper space of the
nasal cavity. If the os planum of the ethmoid is the
true external boundary of the portion of the nasal cavity
containing the organ of smell, these two facts offer a
contradiction which must be cleared up. The difficulty
at once disappears when we find that the os planum is
not a separate free plate of bone, but only the outer
coating of a large cellular mass of bone which projects
into the nasal cavity, where it terminates in a similar
bony plate (the turbinated bone}. The space between
these two plates is filled by the ethnioidal cells.

We shall have another opportunity of speaking of the
cellular cavities of these lateral masses of the ethmoid
and similar appearances in the surrounding bones, and
considering their general importance; we must, how-
ever, now devote a few words to the relation between the
ethmoidal cells and the adjoining bones. The lateral
mass of the ethmoid is a plane right-angled parallelo-
gram, the larger surfaces of which, the os planum and
the superior and middle turbinated bones, have already
been mentioned. "With regard to the latter we must,
however, further observe that the os planum is composed
of two parts, a posterior (the os planum, strictly speaking)
and an anterior (the lachrymal bone). The lachrymal
bone differs from the actual os planum in not forming,
like the latter, an unbroken continuation of the walls of
the cells, but may, on the contrary, be compared to a
loose lid placed upon their outer surface; in all other
respects it has so entirely the appearance of being part
of the os planum, that we shall generally use the latter
term for the two bones, which, however, it is usual to
separate.